LETTER TO SHELBINA TORCHLIGHT

Bacon Chapel Neighborhood

17 January 1902

Clarence, Mo. 

Shelbina TORCHLIGHT:


Memories of some of the old citizens of Bacon Chapel neighborhood and some of their descendants,

JAMES R. BARR,


Mr. Barr was a native of Delaware and in 1837. He and his wife came to Missouri and settled in the above neighborhood. Being a farmer, he settled on a tract of land and improved a farm on which believed till his death. This farm is located one and one half miles east of Bacon Chapel and on the south side of the road leading to Walkersville. Mr. Barr was a devout Methodist, being one of the first members of Bacon Chapel. He was a Christian gentleman of unimpeachable character, and held many positions in his church. “Old Uncle Jimmie” Barr, as we loved to call him, was one of the best men of this or any other neighborhood. He was a man who lived his religion every day. He was Democrat and was as firm in his political faith as in his religions. He died in 1880, leaving one of the best families in the neighborhood. We will mention them in their order.

GEORGE W. BARR,


This gentleman was the eldest son of J. R. Barr, and was raised on the farm above mentioned. G. W. Barr was a farmer and followed farming all his life. He was a confederate soldier and was with Col. Porter in some of his principal battles. He joined Bacon Chapel church early in life and lived a consistent life, dying at his post. His death occurred while engaged in solemn worship in Bacon Chapel. He leaves a worthy family, some of whom we will now mention.

CHAS. BARR,


Oldest son of C. W. Barr is a farmer but lived in town a short time and was a merchant. At one time he was traveling salesman of a Portrait Company. He is now living on a farm a little east and north of Lentner, and is a worthy member of Bacon Chapel and a good citizen.

ENOCH  BARR,


A second son, grew to manhood in this neighborhood. Several years ago he went West and engaged in mining, which he followed till late years. He is now in the Portrait business.

WILLIAM BARR,


A third son of G. w. Barr was also raised on farm in this neighborhood. William, like his brothers, attended district schools, where he obtained a fair education. Early in life he manifested a gift for painting and drawing. This talent he cultivate as opportunity afforded, till at the age of maturity he was a noted artist. Be settled in Kansas City several years ago and is today on of the leading artists of the State.

ROBERT BARR,


A second son of James R. Barr was born and raised on the old home stead and followed farming all his life, except a few years. He then went West and engaged in mining and was one of the incorporators of the Big Indian Silver Mine. “Bob”, as we called him, was one of the best boys that grew up in this neighborhood. He was a devoted Christian man, being a member of Bacon Chapel from boyhood till death, which occurred some three years ago.

JOHN W. BARR,

A third son, was also born and raised on the farm. He, too, followed farming all of his life with the exception of three years he spent in the West. On his return home he bought 160 acres of land and improved a fine farm. He lived here till his death, which like his brother George, occurred while at worship in Wesley Chapel some two years ago. This church is located one half mile east of the north line of his farm. John made a profession of religion in early life and lived a consistent member of Bacon Chapel to his death. He left a worthy family, the boys yet under age.

JAMES F. BARR,

Was a fourth son of James R. Barr and he, too, was a farmer all his life excepting three years he spent in Nevaoa with his brother John. On his return home he bought 160 acres of land adjoining his brother John’s on the south, where he improved a fine farm. J. F. Barr attended the district school, finishing his schooling at Shelbyville High School. He made a profession of religion in early in life and joined Bacon Chapel. His piety, zeal, and devotion to his profession and church lead his conference to honor him with the position of licensed exhortor. Jim, as we all knew him, was an honest, upright, high-minded, Christian gentleman, one whose daily life and conversation impressed the fact on the minds of his acquaince.  He married Miss Lizzle Mitchell, who survives him, he dying several years ago. He was a member of the A. O. U. W., and a Democrat. He left a highly respected and interesting family, some of which we now mention.

WARREN BARR,


Oldest son of J. F. Barr, was born and raised on the farm he attended the country school in his early school days, afterward taking one term in Clarence High School. While yet in his teens, he began teaching school, which he followed for a short time, in the meantime reading law. He went to Indiana and took one term in a law school. On his return home, he married a worthy lady, Miss Livingstone, and began teaching school again. In a few months after his marriage, death robbed him of his companion. This affliction interfered with his plan for the future, so he wound up his business and bidding his mother, brothers, and sisters, and friends farewell, he turned his steps toward the far West, settling in Great Falls, Montana. If I am not mistaken in Warren Barr, he will some day write his name high on the scroll of fame, for he has in his make up the material to make a man of ability and note.

WILLARD BARR,


The second son of J. F. Barr, was also born and raised on a farm and with his brother Warren, attended the district school. Willard very early in life developed a talent for drawing and painting. This talent he improved as opportunity presented itself by practice and study, till today Willard Barr is on the finest artists in Northeast Missouri. He married a lady of Clarence, Miss Burgess, and settled in Moberly, where is following his trade and fast coming to the front in his work. 

STERLING PRICE BARR,


This is the fifth and youngest son of Uncle Jimmie Barr. Price was born and raised on the old farm east of the Chapel. He was named for that honored citizen and gallant soldier of Missouri, General Sterling Price, who was an officer in the Mexican war and Governor of Missouri, and one of the noted Generals of the Southern Confederacy. S. P. Barr made a profession of religion in early life and joined Bacon Chapel and lived a consistent life. Price loved his books, and although his opportunities for obtaining an education were principally the district schools, he improved the opportunities and by the time he became of age he was qualified for teaching, which he adopted as a profession, and followed for some time. Being a professor of music he was well fitted for the schoolroom. He and a gentleman by the name of Barr (though not related) conducted a school (including music) for some time at Hurdland, Knox Co., Missouri. Price, after several years teaching quit the schoolroom and engaged in book keeping, hard study, exposure and confinement to an indoor life, brought on lung trouble, from which he never recovered. He died at about the age of thirty years, Price never married choosing rather to spend his life in the support and comfort of a widowed mother. Sterling Price Barr was a prominent Odd Fellow, a good Christian, gentleman, and his premature death were a severe affliction to his dear old mother and a sad disappointment to his many relatives and friends.

J. H. Pollard

