Harold L. Henry                                                                                                                                                   Retired Circuit Judge Harold L. Henry, 83, of West Plains, Mo., died at 4:56 p.m., Tuesday, April 17, 2007. He was born on April 13, 1924, in West Plains, Mo., to Harry Cecil Henry and Pearl Mustion Henry.           Henry graduated from West Plains High School in 1940 at the age of 16 years. On his 19th birthday, he was inducted into the U.S. Army and served in active duty in central Europe during World War II.         Henry served with Company C and  the 740 Tank Battalion as a machine gunner and cannoneer and fought in the Battle of the Bulge. He was awarded the Purple Heart, five Bronze Stars, and a Good Conduct Medal. He also received a citation for great courage and coolness under fire from Major Gen. William R. Schmidt.                                                                                                                                                                       Following his honorable discharge from the Army in 1946, Henry returned to West Plains, Mo. In 1948, he was married to Martha Mae Johnson. In 1951, after the birth of their first two children, Lynn and Don, Henry attended college at Southwest Missouri State University in Springfield, Mo., and went on to law school, receiving a juris doctor degree from the University of Columbia in 1956. While in law school, he received the American Jurisprudence Award for the highest grade in corporations and the prize for the highest grade in drafting legal instruments. He was admitted to Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity where he was elected to the Office of Justice, the highest office within the organization. After graduating from law school and being admitted to the Missouri Bar in 1956, Henry served as assistant attorney general under Attorney General John Dalton until 1958. While living in Jefferson City, their daughter, Terre, was born. When Henry returned to West Plains in 1958 to open his first law office, Mr. Dalton appointed him out-state assistant attorney general.                                                                                                                                      In 1960, he was elected probate and magistrate judge, receiving the largest recorded vote of any candidate in the county and the most votes any Democrat candidate had ever received as far back as anyone could remember.                                                                                                                                                                    After serving as probate and magistrate judge, Henry was elected to three terms as prosecuting attorney of Howell County. He then returned to the private practice of law in 1968, and he was joined by his sons, Lynn and Don, in 1974. In 1987, Henry was appointed by Gov. John Ashcroft to serve as Circuit Judge of the 37th Judicial Circuit. He served as circuit judge until he reached the mandatory retirement age of 70, at which time he returned to the law firm he had earlier founded, rejoining his sons and their two partners, Dale Englebrecht and Roy Williams. The firm then became known as Henry, Henry, Henry, Englebrecht & Williams. Henry retired from the practice of law in 2006.                                                                                        Judge Henry was active in the church and community during his entire adult life. He coached Little League baseball and basketball, and was a former member of the Lions Club and West Plains Chamber of Commerce. He was a member of the First United Methodist Church for more than 50 years where he taught Sunday School, worked with the youth in the Methodist Youth Fellowship, and served on the board of trustees. In 1995, Henry and his wife, Marty, established a scholarship fund for Missouri State University students in need of financial assistance. To date, they have helped 48 students obtain their college educations.                                                                                                                                                                           He is survived by his wife, Martha M. “Marty” Henry of the family home; three children, Lynn Henry and wife, Becky, of West Plains; Judge Don Henry and wife, Connie of West Plains; and daughter Terre Franken and husband, John of Carrollton, Mo. He is further survived by five grandchildren, Jennifer Donn Davis, Jason Richman Henry, Regan Lynn Henry, Sarah Emily Franken, and Laura Elizabeth Franken; two step-grandchildren, Pamela Tackitt and Megan Dorris; one great-granddaughter, Brina Jacen Davis and two step-great-granddaughters, Hayley Dawn Tackitt and Kierstin Renae Tackitt; and one brother, Rex Leon Henry of Xira, Portugal.                                                                                                                                                   Judge Henry was preceded in death by his parents and two brothers, Carl McGee Henry and Donald Eugene Henry.                                                                                                                                                          Funeral services were held at the First Untied Methodist Church on West Main Street in West Plains, Mo., at 2 p.m., Friday, April 20, 2007. Burial was held at the Oak lawn Cemetery in West Plains. In lieu of flowers, the family requests that memorial contributions be made to the Judge Harold L. Henry Endowed Scholarship Fund, MSU, or the First United Methodist Church of West Plains, and may be left at Robertson-Drago Funeral Home.
