HISTORY OF CLINTON COUNTY, MISSOURL

BY JAMES M. RILEY.

I giving a history of this county it might not be out of place to brieffy
revert to the early condition of the ou:mlrv Tyimg west of the great Missisippi
river, out of which the State of Missouri was formed aml of which Clinton
county s o part; this, bowever, must be brief, and we will have to leave o
nil. Ihc minutia sl detnils.  That section of countey lying west of the Missis-
sippi river, prior to the year 1500, bolonged to Spain, aml by treaty with that
country the right to navigate the Mississippi was seeured to the United Seates.
Shortly afterwurds, however, the Spanish Gove coded her p
to France and failed to resorve to the Uniteil States the right to navigate the
river, which act on the part of Bpain ereated no little alurm among the people
of the United States, and ?art ularly in those States vast of aml wdjacent 1o
the river, And ina very s time, in agreavation of the matter, that main
artery of commercs wos, by procluostion of o Spanish officer then ot New
Orleans, closed to American nuvigation. This o excited the people that it at
once beeame o question of great importance, a5 to who hul the right to
the use of that great commereial outlet to the sea-  Awd such a presure was
brought 1o bear against the government by the people that steps were at ones
taken to forever settle the matter, and to that end the Presidont of the United
States, Thomas Jeferson, appointed James Moneor, ex Governor of Virginia
(nnd afterwants Presi of the United States), ster Plenipotentiary to
the I"Nmu_h Government to treat for and secure to ited States all that
conntry then known as the of L for our
government, Nagoleon being in trouble with his Lnﬂlls}l neighbor, waa
in no eondition e refuse pacific negutintions for the sale of Lis territory ; i
fact, he wanted money more than foreign provinees, and henee he réadily
entered intoa treaty, which resalted in the ces on of the provinee of Louisiana
to the United Swes for the sum of filteen

and organized as the county of Clay; and that John Hutching, Henry Fates,
Euoa eaw;lm, Wyatt Atkins and John Poor inted commissioners to
select w seal of justiee.  In the history of this county beging that of Clinton,
the forty-thind eonnty erganized, but now smong the firt in agricnlture, monu-
ure and wealth in the State, wious to the organization of Clay county,
and even prior to the admission of the State into the Union, hardy and adven-
turous pioneers had made inroads into the wilds and forests of what is now
known as Clay counky- Whm we q_unw back along the dark n|~h of the
past, and the s, trinls of our
pioneer fathers who, by their iron wi wind perserennnr first eatabiliahel
elviligation and opened ap for our use this magnificent country, we can but
feel thankful for the heritsge, aod at the same b Irop & tear of sorrow for
those tha: have gone, w eiop to hamg upon tl urna garlands of filial
gr:mtmie and affection.  Only look at the results of the toils and labors of the
settler, the diffienlties ind dangers encon id.  Go lack to the early
Nll ement of this county and contrast the rude I\ul and log cabin, dense formm
and wild p es, with our present condition. Hehold now our groaning
fields and mclu\rds heavy ImL-n with the choleest fruits, our green fields of
domeatic grae, with hends of the finest enttle, and churehes and sehool-honses
in every neighborhood.  All honor to our ancestors who have handed down
to us this grand heritage, and even though many of them have gone to
that howe of ave pussed from this world, and no doubt have settled
in that world where toil i= not known, and peace, quiet and hoppiness
reigna supreme.  Yet, let us not forget the racred memory of the past,
but hold in kind reflections and tender love the memory of our fathers who
o] to nz and our ehildren ﬂne farms and elemant Bomies, carved out

Government.  Thus it was that the great West, witl he
navigation of the Mississippi, Wik forever secared to the United States. " And

A treaty, secured a3 it was onroe, with the as<istance of Robert K.
Livingston, the reddent minidter there, will farever stand ratate papers
s one of the most Furiunuu pieees of diplomacy among the many we owe our
sagacions ministers. It saved mueh ill-will and Dloodshed, and was an exrel-
lent bargain as o monied speculation. It was, indeed, I’orlun:lle for the United
States, prud vuatly more so to Tonisinna, ns an :i\pncmmr of thia net. “ The
House of Representutives of Ut State ¢xp o after an experienes of mone
than twenty years, by o ita or Col. Monroe,
amd its gratitnde for the part he had taken in’ the proceedings that nnited the
province of Louisiana to the Tnited States.”

When our government took possession of that econotry it was estimated to
contain abont 40,000 white inhabitants, 50,000 slnves and 5004 free persons
of eolor, of which more than four-fifths of the whites and neaely all the slaves
and free persons of color were inhabitunts of New Orleans and the adjagent
territory. The residue were dispe thronghont the States of Arkansas and
Missouri, the greater part in Missonri having removed there feom the old
French settlements, east of the river, aller the pasage of the ordinance of
1777, by which «!nvuv in these old settlements was abolished.  From the
time of the cesion of the provinee of Lounisiana to the United States that part
now known s Missonri continued to incrense in popnlation, t]n- main points
of attretion and settlement being on nnd near the great rivers Missisdippi nml

tlu_ wilids ol’ the l'uw;l and pnum- Would that we could return to that

and fi of our picneer fathers. I we have
am,ts! frolu the putim of truth and virtue that characterized the early settler,
vet let us give then o place in onr hearts more durable than monuments of
marble. Tn a fow years and all will have passed awar, Lot their memory
be cherished that we and our children may look back and profit by their
example of honesty, industry and economy.

As early na 1825, persons enne into whit §s oow known as Clinton connty
and entered tracts of land, but not until some years afterwand was any perma-
nent rettlement made. In 1828 it scems the lirst actual settlement was made
in the southwestern part of the county, now known ns Hardin township, by
parties whe eame from Clay county. “About the smo time, or o very short
time afterward, Willinm Castile settled on Castile creek, from whom thia
etream took its name. Some settlements were also made on Fishing river, near
Haynesville, about this time, And in o shord spoace afierword Edwand Smith
and others commenced a settlewent on Shoal ereck,  [n I830 it appears l]ial
there were bat four permanent settlers in all the north part of the eounty, (b
principa] settlements being made in the south wod west portions of the eonniy,
on Castile, Smith's Fork of Platte and Fishing river.  For some five years
after the first settlements were made the history of this county is connected
with that of Clay. During this period but fow persons lived or had made
permanent settloments in what is now Jnown ss Clinton county, and at that
time there was no aristocracy or formality among the people, and all were, or

issouri, and their immediaste tributaries.  In the year 1305 ngwea passsed
an act, by which it was provided that the district of Louisiana nlmnl-l b
known and designated =« the territory of Louisang, vesting the exeention of
the laws in & Governor, Legislature and three Jud Under the territorial
organization the eonntry was at once divided into distriets or counties. as fol-
Iows: St Charles, Cape Girnndeat, New Madrid, St Genevieve, St Louks
and Arkansaw,

In 1812 Congresa again took action on the new nequired territory, and the
name was chnn 1 from the territory of Lonidiana to the ierﬂlm{ of Missonri,
The first g\munfle'mlblv of the new territory met in the eity of 5t. Louis in
1813, in of July. At this session of the Legislature o new county
WA mlﬂiuhed d.ml of a part of t. Genevieve, which was called * Washing-
ton!" Hence it appenrs that the fimt county established by a Ieguhmr(- of
Missouri was nam honar of the Fallwr of our country. From that time
un the territory of Mmann [U inerease in and wealth,
and her ly being loped |.|v the strong arm of the
hardy pioneer, who huﬁ left his !mmm in the Eust ar South and ventured his
furtune in the wilds of the West

At this time St Charles mumy comprized all that part of the State of Mis-
souri west of the Mlseeiuu[p{:i and north of the Missonri rivers, In I816,
Howard county was established out of a part of 8t, Louis and 81, Charles
eounties, and the boondary lines m out 12 followe: Beginning at the
mouth of the great Owage river, thence up said river unto the Oeage boundary
line, thence north with said boundary line to the river Missouri, thenes up
the Missouri river toa point opposite the Kansas river, thence with the Indian
bounndary a nnrlr:nrd]v direction one hundred and forty miles, thence
enstward to the main dividing ridge of high ground to the main fork of the
river Cedar, thenee down said river to (h ui[uumri thenee down the Missonri
to the mooth of the Eﬂl Osage, the place of hl:glnmng This county was
first settled by Daniel Boone, Col. Benjamin Cooper, and others, in 1807, and
was named in honor of Gen. Benjumin Howanl, then Governor of Missouri.
We thus give a description of this connty for the reason that mnny of our
oldest ﬁ most worthy citizens emigrated from that county to this, and, no
doubi enn eall to mind the time when this county was a part of Howard, und
when the ndvance guard of qwhmum met with great snflering at the !mmis
of the Indians, and the early pioneers were compellad to ereet stockudes and
forts and to go constantly armed.  From this eounty, Cooper in 1818, Chari-
ton, Boone and Ray, in 1820, were orgunized ; an
poliutl in Howard than any other county in the State,

In 1820 that portion of Mizeouri incloded within the present boundary of
the State and ineluding seventeen wized conntics, after a long and laed
admitted into the Union.  Two years afterwards, on the 220l of

%22, it was enacted Ly the ll‘muln[um of the State of Missouri, that
all that section of countey, begi
Missori river, sonth of the range ling between twenty-nine thiriy, weat
of the fifth principal meridian; thence north with snid mnge line to the
northern boundary of the State, thenee west to the northwest corner of the
State, thence snnth with the west line of the State to the main channel of the
Missouri river, thence down said main chunnel to the beginning, be established

in 1823 more votes were |

ing in the middle of the main channel of the |

at least 1 th Tres, npon o perfect equality ; honesty anid indusry
Leing the only qualifieation necessary to entitle the new-somer to the hoepi-
tality and friendship of the people.

rpose, and were anxious and willing to assist each other to get a footheld,
and develop as fur as was in their power the vast resonrees of the country.
There were no ehurches, no echool-houses, only the mde hut or log cabin
marked the abode of the pioneer. No nails were nsed in the constrnction of
these buildings, no locks or bolts were necessary, no windows were wsed, nold
frdcqtleullv only u blenket was suspended over an opening which answered for
a door.

settler of the country all diffiealti , and ihe

\I‘ll’(‘ 0T OVED

wt, with that courage and perseveranes characteristic of the pioneer [

the middle of said township east o the boundary of =nid tract so attached o
Clay County, thenea with zaid boundary south ‘to the Clay County line, and
thenee west with said line t the beginning, be and the sume is herely declared
to be a separate and distivet county, 1o be known and mll«l by the name nr
Clinton, in honer of De Witt Clinton, of New York”

These lines have not been changed and the boundury of the County remuins
the same as when first established. By the same aet, David B Arehison, |
Howard Everett and John I.ung were np;hmmcsl commissioners for the pur-
posc of selocting the =out of Justice, for the new County. 1L wos also enacted
that siid County be sdded to and form a part of the Gfth Judicial Cirenit. sml
that the terms of the Cirenit Court should be beld on the Fridays following
the seeond Monday in the months of Febronry, June and October, in each

car, and that the County Conrts be held on the fiest Honrh)'e of February,

May, August and November, at the house of Samuel G, ig_gemaﬁ It will
e seen that the time for holdmg ihe terms ar the Cirenit Court has heen
chunged, bt we are still in the fifth Judicinl Cirenit.  The terms of the County
Court are the same ag was directed in 1553, bot I|I|. place of holding the same
has been materially clan

By virtue of the authority of suid act the then Governor of the State, Daniel
Dhumklin, appointed John P. Smith, Archibald Elliott and Stephen Jones
JTustices of the Comnty Court of Clinton Connty, who, on the 1lth day of

533, met ai the house of Laban Ghunette and were sworn into office h{
Solomon Ki msey, Justice of the Peave, and organized by electing John F.
Smith Presiding Justice, At the sume session of the Court, Richard K. Rees
was appointed Clerk of the Court, and his hond was fixed at the sum of three
thonsand dollars, with Joel Burnbam, Kice B. Davenport and Elijah Fry as
rannri s,

Elijah Fry was appointed Assessorof the Connly and his ealary fised at one
dallar and fifty cents per day, which was nccepted, and he enterel into bond
in the sum of wix hundred dollars, with Rice B. Davenport, Joel Buroham
and Benjamin F. Wilkerson as securities.

‘The next session of the Conrt was held on the 8th day of April, 1833, at the
bouse of Joln Biggerdoil, At this session of the Coart, Washington Hofliker

futher of our Inte efficient Collector) was appointed Collector anid guve bond
in the rum of six hundred dollars, with Thom ‘mith as security. Laevi
Thatcher was appointed County Surveyor and was fixed at two
thousand dollars, which was approved, with Bartholomew Thateher and John
Biggerstodl ns seenrities,

John Biggerstaff’ was appointed County Treasarer, with Thompeon Smith
as his security, in a bond of six luodreed dollars.

The County, by order of the Court, ut this time was divided into two muni-
cipal towns! ackeon, in honor of Andrew Jnckeon, President of the
United States, and Lafayette, in honor of Gilbert Martier De L -
son comprised the east and Tafayette the west portiona of the County.  John

Biggerstaft wns nppointed Justice of the Peace and Fzekicl Smith Constable
of Jackson Townelip, and Abraham Enyart Justice of the Peace and Abner
Jackson Constable of Lafayette van-s]up

Thompeon Smith was Blerill' by appointment,  These were the first officials
of Clinton County after its organization. John P. SBmith, one of the first
Connty Justices, was also the first representative from O linfon (: wunty in the

| General Assembly.
All reemed to be united in one common |

The first road overseer was Iichard Miller, l\|r;'u‘||“l‘f| Angnst, 1833, Silas
MeCinire was the first administrator, appointed Nov. Gth, 1533, to sdminisger
the estate of Robert Sulivan.

O the fifth of November, 1853, Washington Huffaker made the first settle-
ment a8 Uollector ever made in Clinton County, which was in words nod
figures as follows :

To amount of tax list

]

regurd being had for wood and water than for the high rolli
have since been a source of s0 muoch wealth and profit to ¢
county.

For some time previous to the omganiztion of the county there were no
trading peosts, st mills or blacksmith ehops, amd the enrly =ettler was com-

pelled to seenre his supplies from the Missouri river. or several vea
Smlths, in Clay county (now Smithyille), was the nearest mill for the whole
sedtlement in the norih part of Clay, and all of Clinton county,

The first blacksmith shop in Clinton county was opened aboot three miles
south of Plattsburg, on the farm now owned by our townaman, G, M, ITvatt,
by Jobn Vasser.

The firet store in the county wae opened by E. M. Samu
situnted on the south side of the public synare in the town of Plattsburg ; the
building was by Boloman Fry, at a cost of §150; this, it appears, was
the first building evected in the town of Plattslurg, exeept o small hmw.
about ten feot syuare, built of logs and poles by Richard 1. Rees, near 2 point
where the milroad crosses Main street, and which was occupied by him as o
law office.

The first mill was erected by Benjumin and Elijah Fry, on Smiths Fork of
P]llw, near the prosent site of Dninbeidge,  About the same fime one of the

Vassers erected am old-fashioned horse will, abost three mi
Plattsburg.  Had we the space, many strange and amusing_ in
relato illustration of the elow operation of these pr ce mills, hut we

these by a8 monuments of our early history.  During the vears 1852 ol
1833, emigrition to the western border of the S m to increase, and that
section of coiniry now known as Clinton connty continued to fill np "with T

Eu—nhin!. which
¢ people of the

in 4 log honse

‘he matter was laid before the General Assembly, which, in the
resulted in the pussare of the following act, creating a new eonn:
| “Thst partion of territory heretofore ched to the Connty of
| State of Missourd, Lying within the following Tonmdary, 1o wit: B
the northwest eormer of the County of ( Iav rimming thenee north with the
boundary line of the State to the middle of township Gfty-seven, thence with

ear 1883,

rettlers, s minch eo that sﬂTa were ab once taken L0 OFgANiEe & Bew connty.

| =

, emaller oom, with four windows of twelve ]lghts ench eight by

of
the eonniry were gradually devel Com, wheat nml hunp fielids soon lelinquent list s 5773
took the ;?m:e of the forest and mﬂ‘?nlrlu Emi by [E? i 5404
to come in,and the settlements showed sign of life, civ mtwu wm pushei o amoaut pﬂnl in Connty warrants BH.2A
forward, and ulelpeogh- were linked together with hc= of the truest friendship L current money A3.606
nnd good-will. 1t might be well to state that all th e firet settiements were

made near a waler course or spring, and universally in the timber; more Total amount 1 for. $E2.087

In November, 1533, Concord Township was organized, mmprmng the cen-
tral part of the County from north to south.

The new Connly now being fully organized and the seat of Justice Imvmg
been selected and lished, an local
in motion, the next move was to plnl and lay off into lots, .aqmms, , streets nl:d
allevs, the seat of Justice which was then ealled Coneord ; to that end Henry
itchell wne, in November, 1832, appointed Commissioner for the above
purpess, and also Commissioner of publu:bmluhnp He at onee entered upon
the dischange of his duties, and soon reported a plot of the town, which was
adopted by the Conrt nnd has not since been changed.  About this time,
Jannary Vith, 1834, the Conrt made an order clmnmng the name of the seat of
Justive from Coneond to Epringflicld, and an order for the sale of lots in the
new fow,

The next move was the erection of a conrt-honse, and on the 1ith day of
Jannary, 1834, an order was made by the County Conrt directing the County
Commisdoner, Henry F. Mitchell, to ot to the lowest bidder the Emldulg ofa
conrt-house in the town of rmpzﬁel:l such building to have two rooms, one
cighteen by twenty feet and the other sixteen by cighteen feet, one story high,
the wills to be of hewn Inig» and the eviling (o he uu;l!l fewt from the floor, the
erucks to be chivked and pointed with good fime mortar, the whole 11I!|I|Img
o be underpinmed with mrzmul pointed with lime, the Lur:,'\’l room to hove
two outside doors and & door Teading from the mein mon to the jury, or
s, one

cach side of the front door and twe in the jury-rosm ; 2]l 1o e covered with
g’:luug]« roof, with a stack or elimney in the middle Tilt of stone or brick.

ch wae the plan of the firet conrt- hanse contemplated in the new oty of
nton : but in a very short tine, and before any work was |Iulu. in the Tl
ing, it was nscertained that e 1 e wonld not answer
the purpose of a rupidly improving county.  And the Coonty Conrt very
on the 5th of May, reconsidered its action and directed the
g ol brick court-hiouse, thirty-two feet squnre and twenty feet high,
b three rooms above and ono large room below, and with three front doors,
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eat and east, and

one in the north, w. twenly-five windows. The controct was
taken by Sol Fry, and the building was ¢ ipleted the fullowing year at
a cost of about two thousand dollars. This building was erected on the public
aquare and used and oceapied until the year 1858, when it was tom down, and
the present magnificent structure erected in its place at a cost of near fify
thowsamd dollnrs,

he first election of County officers was held on the first Monday in August,
1834, at which John Biggerstaff, Stephen Jones and Washington Huffaker
were elected Justices of the County Court. At the first session after their
election the new Court organized by selecting John Biggerstafl as Presidi
Justice. About this time the name of the seat of Justice was ugain &aﬂggﬁ
from Bpringfield to Plattsburg.

For nearly ten years it was not deemed n to ereet o jail, eriminals
not being so numerous as now ; but in 1842 it wos mined that in order lo
maintain good government and enforce an obedience to the lows it was neces-
gary to have a common jail. Henee it was ordered that the Cs it

‘ Ihlil is said that David Ioghes was the fiest physician in the County, and

hard H. Rees the first Jawyer.
The first rond petitioned for and blished was the Plattaburg sad Ricl-
mond road.  John Livingston, James MeCowan, Elijah Jackson and Littleton

Roberts were nppointed Commissioners to view and locate the same,

The first bridge erected in the County was seross Horse Fork of Platte, at
the place where the Railrond bridge now spans snid stream, just cast of the
town of Plattsbu

R4 beire. wiated, Jukon towidhip was Thid o sl 1 in 1833;

zens of this County volunteered their serviees. This prompt action on the
part of the State officials and the citizens soon resulted in |li:n- surrender and
expulsion of the Mormons without serious trouble or bloodshed.

rly in the vear 1843, the country now called Northwest Missouri, had
ingreased in population so much that it was necessary to establish & new land
office, And the G through the i lity of Judge James H.
Bireh, Joeated it ot Plattsburg.  Judge Birch was the first Register and E. M,
Samuel the first Receiver of the new land office. The office was continued at

Eazekiel Smith first constable.
Lafayette the same year, and James Fall first constable.
Concord the same year; Al Jackson first constable,
Hardin was laid off in 1834 ; Joseph Gist first constable.

Bhoal township wos Inid off in 1839 and was firat called Baldwin, in honor of
Tsane first bl

! # with various changes in its officers, aa the political tenideney might
determine, until the year 1559, when it was removed and consolidated with
various other o at Bl‘iliﬁ, in this Bate. Charles W. Porter was the
nst ister. The first tract of land entered at the new office wis by John
Culver, of Kentucky, and is at present owned by Samuel G, Biggerstafl.
During the next few years the County continued to inerease in prosperity,

in, one of its first settlers, and who was also the
The ips of Clinton, Atchison, Plstte and Lathrop were not lIaid off

proceed to let out the contrnct for the erection of & prison, which was to be two
efories high and sixteen feet square, one room, or ecell, below and one room
abave, the walls to be thirty-three inches thick, and floors and doors in propor
tion, with wrought iron hinges, bolts and locks. This building was erected on
Jot 77, by Martin M. Nagle, at a cost of eight hundred dollars, and was used
as the Connty Jail for 2 number of years, when it was finally condemned and
the present Jail built in the basement of the court-house.

At the time of the erection of the first court-house Plattsburg,
field, was quite a small pluee, and a lonely-looking County seat
it was, on l}Imae gides by dense forests and thick sndergrowth and on the other
by wild prairie; vet, by the strong will and persevering hearts of the pioneer
settler, all difficulty was overcome and the little village soon arose to 8 sate

prosperity.

‘The fivst zession of the Cireuit Court was held in the little eight by ten log
house of Richard Rees, before mentioned, except in good weather, and then
the Conrt would adjourn to the woods, and the Judge take s stump and the
jury a log, the attorneys adjusting themselves na best they could, Many
wmusing pleasantries might be reluted in conneetion with the early sessions of
the Circuit Court, but space forbids it here. In 1883 a small company of
guerillas, under command of Joe Hart, entered the town and set fire to the
Court Hoase and in the vanls of the Cirenit Clerk's office, which resulted in
the destruction of all the old Cireait Court records, and hence we are loft in
t a8 to the early history of this Conrt in Clinton County, and eannot
give cither the first ense or the names of the frst grand and petit jorors.

The first merchants' license was issued to George W. and E. M. Samuel,
October 17th, 1334, who st that time sold ils in m log house on the soath
side of the public square, us before referred to.

The first hotel was kept by Joseph Hunter in a double log house near where
the Clinton Hotel now stands.

The first preachers whe ventored into the wilds of Clinton County were
Willinm Caples, of the M. E. Church South, and Dake Young, of the Christian

urch, each of whom are now dead, but their memory is still saered in the
hearts of many of our citizens who have listened to their valuable sermona.

as

. Baldwin,
until the vear 1571,

The following are the towns situated in the County, which will be more par-
tiealarly notiuei hereafter:

Plataburg, s before stated, was selected as the seat of Justice and laid off
into lots, squares, streets and alleys in 1833, by suthority of the County Court,
and was first incorporated Muy, 1835, John M. Kvans, James H. Long
Shadrack B. Taylor, Efijah P. Howell and Jumes Smith were lppoinlac[
trustees.

The town of Hainesville was laid out by Solomon Kimsey, William F,
Franklin and James R. Coffman in July, 1840.

Osborn, the south half of which is in Clinton County, was laid out on the
21at of June, 1838, by John Dafl and William Osborn,

In the year 1859, and on the 12th day of May, the town of Cameren was
Iaid ont and dedicated to public use by E. M. Samuel, William E. Croyadall
and Col. M. F. Turnan.

O the fith of January, 1563, the town of Turney was laid oot by James S,

rris, land commissioner of the Flannibal and St, Joseph Railrend Company,

Lathrop was luid out on the fith of June, of the same year, by the sume

nrizes.

In 1870 the town of Gower was lnid out by Daniel Smith,

Grayson was made a town on the 19th'day of April, 1871, by Henry B.
Baker.

Perrine was laid off by Thomaa E. Turney on the 23th of March, 1873,

The towns of Bainbridge and Startield were founded some years sinee, but
have no place on the record ; unlike somi olliers, they show more in enbstance
than on paper.

| made a

‘ Gow

Nothing of particnlar importance transpired in the history of the County
until the yenr 1839, when the troubles began with the Mormons, who had
1 and blished th Ives at Far West, ubout twenty miles

northeast of Plattshurg, in Caldwell County, and who were openly violating
the laws of the land snd resisting the officers of the connty. Then it was that
ernor Boggs issned his proclamation, ordering General David R, Atehison

to eall out the militia in his division which he promptly did, and many citi-

wealth and popul ; when, in 1846, the Mexican war began, and Clinton
was aguin on hand and among the first to respond to the
Quite a number of
County.
In l'ru.- year 1857 the Hannibal and St Joseph Railrond was completed
through the county. There was o steady and growing inerease in papulation
and wealth, until in 1861, domestic war fell upon our country and in the ex-
citement mid heated contest of that perind our people took o lively interest,
umnd were nearly equally divided in sentiment, the naturl results growing out
of, and ineident to the war, did not fail to reach Clinton eounty, and hemes
our former prosperity was checked, and that rapid progress that characterized
our people was ed during the years of war. To narrateall or even a part
of the events which ocenred during this unfortunate period, would be to con-
same more space than is ullotted 10 us in this hist Let the future and im-
Eiu-ﬁnl historian take up the threads and heal if "he can the wounds amd
teerness of that great civil strife.  We leave the snbject uml drw the veil
over these most unfortunate years of the countey's history,

Shortly after the close of the war, the Cameron and Kansas City branch of
the Hannibal and St, Joeeph Railroad was completed, and hence opened
another wrtery of commeree through the connty.

In 1889 the construction of the St. Louis and St. Joseph Railroad was com-
menced, snd in the year 1871 was completed, running diagonally through
the county from north west to sonth east, which road is now iu the hands of
und ﬂn:rnbed by the 8t. Louis, Kansas City, and Northern Railway Company.
Shortly after the completion of this rond, another the Chieago und South-
weslern was completed throngh the county from the north east to the south-
weat; this road hos been leased and is operated by the Chicago, Rock Ialand,
and Pacific Raileoad eompany. To aid in the construction of these two ronds
the connty of Clinton isaued itz bonds to the amount of F200.000, FLOO000 1o
each road, which action of the county courl was authorized by vote of the
peaple prevously taken. The intercst on these bonds has been promptly paid,
and the prineipal reduced to $175,000.  Thus our credit has been kept up by
prompt action and good management on the part of the people and eounty
officors, and we can boast to-day of more miles of railroad fnr?w money than
any eounty in the state.

1 for volunteers,
these veteran soldiers still survive and reside in the

CITIES AND TOWNS.

PLATTSBURG.

The ety of Plattshurg, the eounty-seat of Clinton eounty, is situated near the
centre of the county, fifty miles north of Kansas City, forty miles from Leaven-
worth and Atchison, in Kanaas, and thirty miles from St. Joseph, is pleasantly
located and las the benefit of the Junction of two great through arteries of
commerce, the St L., K. C.and N.and €, R T and P. Railros

wpulation of about 1,500, and its public buildings rank the bes

he principal streets are macadamized.  The people are alive
of edueation.  The surrounding countey on the north and west
prairie, and on the sonth and esst is timber nnd wood-Iand,  Plattaburg has
aeven chorches, Methodist, Methodist South, Missionary Haptist, Christian,
Preshyterian, Catholic and colored Baptist, one large brick seminary besides
o splendid publi ol building and a school-house for the colored people.
It has two flouri He, with woolen and saw mills sttached, about twenty
stores of varions kinds, two newspaperst thres hotels, two banks and all other
branches of busines and manufactories represented, besides a share of law-
yers, doctors and preachers.  There is no prc-mnkr Mace in the State 1o live
than in Platsburg,

horolling

CAMERON.

Cameron ia sitnated eighteen miles of P1 2 at the J
of the Hannibal snd ﬁt.?uaeph, Cameron and Kanaas City, and Chicago, Rock
Island il Pacific railronds ; hae a population of near 2000, and is sur-
rounded by a rich and productive conntey, It public buildings are amon
the best in the Stade, particularly the public school boilding which is secon
to none; the church buildings nre first class, and almost every denomination is
represented with o fine house for worship.  The people are wide awnke to
their interests, i d and p ing m prising. It has two
I;u}m hotels and many emaller ones, two newspapers, twe banks, two mills
and about thirty stores with u fair rep: ion in the way of p , doe-
tore and lawyers, Cameron is quite & town, and in fact is one of the most im-
portant places on the line of the . and St Jo, B B, Is well adapted to man-
ufacturing interests, and a pleasant place to reside.

LATHROP.

Lathrog is situated abont seven miles east of Platishurg, st the Junction of
the 8t Louis, Kansas City, and Northern with the Cameron and Kunsas City
braneh of Hannibal and 5t Joseph railroads, and has a %)Pallatiou of about
750 ; in well supplied with churches and schools.  The pablic school building
is among the best in the State, and its churches and other buildings compare
favorably with other towns. It has quite a number of stores, two hotels, one
large fonring one newspaper, one bank, and is well represented in the
various indostries amd mann ries. The citizens are noted for their enter-
prise and indostey, and take great pride in their thrifty town and beautiful
sarrounding country.  This i= u good point for all kinds of business, and is a
healthy, sweet, and plessant town.

OFRORY.

The town of Osborn in reality, is sitaated in Dekalb connty, th
vorth of Plattsburg, yet the plat shows one half of it to be in Clinton. In
fuct the substance is 10 Dekalb and the shadow in Clinton. Hence, we ean
only refer to the plot for our part of the town, and to the history of Dekalb
county for the substance.

WATNESVILLE,

The town of Hainesville is situnted about twelve miles south esst of the
county-seat, has a population of aboat 150, is well off in the way of chirches
and at ane time prided in i schools, is surrounded by o wealthy coontry, and
at one time was the most thrifty town in the county ; but the building of rail-
roads and the establishment of new trading points have gmll}' relarded its
progress. et it is o town for all that, and its citizens and the tenp!e in the
neighborhood are noted for their genuine hospitality and friendship.

TURNEY.

Turney is sitnated on the Hannibal and St. Joseph railroad about ten miles
north east of Plattsburg, and was named in honor of Judge Thes. E. Tume
of Cameron. It has two churches, two stores, wagon und blacksmith shop wi
other trades and professions represented, It being situate in the midst of o
fine agricultural country, has a good trade.

irteen miles |

GOWER.

This pluee is situated ten miles west of Plattsburg on the Bt. Lonis, Kansas
City, and Northern railway. This isa new town and drives quite a trade
in various branches of business.  [ts merchants and business men, are noted
for honesty and fair dealing, Is surrounded by what is said to be the richest
and best agrienltural portion of the county.

CONVERSE.

This point is situnted on the St. Louis, Kanzas City, and Northern railway
twelve miles south east of Plattsburg, has one store post office, with fine
country surronndings.

PERRINE,

Perrine is a new place and shows better on

) émper than any other way. Yet
its surroundings would indicate at no distant

ay quite a lively town,

STARFIELD
1= situated on Castile creek six miles north west of Plattshurg, is an old place,
and at one time bid fair to make quite a town ; but like mony others she has
no doubt, seen her best days,

BAINBRIDGH,

This place is sitaated on the East Fork of Little Platte six miles south west of
Plattsburg, has Houring and saw-mill, and distillery, one store, and a school-
house in the neighborhood, is in the oldest settled portion of the county.

GRAYION,
Last, but not least, is situnted about six miles south west of Plattsburg, on the
Chieago, Rock Island, and Pacific railrond.  Judging from its surroundings,
it bids fair at some foture doy to make quite a own.

The population of the county at present may be safely put at 18,000 ; in 1870
it was Hjom, and in 1860, 8,000,

There are aixlysublic schools in the county, endowed with a permanent
fund arising from the eale of school and swamp lands.  Ever since the organ-
ization of the county, the sehool fund has been securely guarded to advance
the public schools in the county. The county court iz the custodinn of this

, and it is loaned oul at the rate of ten per cent. interest, payable annually,
The interest together with the amount annually received from the state schoal
fund x‘zlggreghwu about $12,500. The schools in the county are kept open in
most districts six months of each Een and in many districts as long as nine
months,  Most of the school buildings are new and substantial structures, and
denote the interest manifested by the people in the canse of education,

Clinton connty has an nrea of four hundred and twenty square miles, much
the greater portion of which is improved and in high state of eultivation.
The land is rich, fertile und productive, adapted to the growth of all kinds of
small grain, corn, hemp, grass and tobaceo, and we think it can be safely said
that there is no county in the state that can exeel Clinton as an agriealtural
and stook eounty, and as to the growth of grass, even the boasted soil of Ken-
tucky does not produce finer blue grasa than Clinton county. Nature has
lavishly bestowed her gifts on Clinton county, Soil rich and {crlilewith water
and timber in abundance, and no doubt futire developments will resultin
manent anid valuable minerals.  Experiments have been made, but by of
¥ ave bandonded. 1i is only a short distance to the rich
coal fields of Ray, and why not develop our own beds which underlie the
whole county? ~ No doubt in the fulure great developments will be made
and our minerals will be another source of wealth.  As well will the futnre
writer of the history of Clinten county improve on the present foeble offort.

Tn conclusion we tto eay that much more might have been said in this
short sketch that wonld no doubt have been interesting to many of our first set-
tlers who are yet alive, but except to such history on sosmall and feeble a scale as
this fails to satisfy the ambitious and i er, but it conld ot be ex-
pected that in grouping these facts together that we shonld enter into the mi-
outin and detal of every day life, and each official proceeding in the county.
Many facts connected with the early settlement and histo the county, we
would have given had it been possible to obtain them. All the early recordsof
the eireuit conrt were burned during our Iate unfortunate eivil war, and hence
we huve to leave out all that part of our history which no doubt would make

reenrds

an interesting ehapter if properly put together, and detailed as the

1 N b

the

ow. 1 in ining facts, we ask that all
und errors be 1, for we have tried in our ernde and feeble
way to give an honest review of the early history of our county, We therefore
leave the matter with you and trust that when another history of the county ia
written, it will be by an abler and more competent man.

would sh
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BIOGRAPHIES.

GOV. GEO. SMITH.

Gov, Geo. Bmith was born in Columbiana County, Ohio, on the 2nd day of
February, 1809, In the fall of 1337 Gov. Smith was electid to the Ohin Leg-
inlature and served in the Sewion of 1837 and 188%, and was then returned by
an inereased majority and served in the Sesston of 1838 and 1839 and in the
fall of 1832, (Glov. Smith was elected to the Missouri Legisluture as o Benton
Democrat, and by Gov, Smith's efforts the Union men secured full contral of
the affairs of Caldwell Connty, Mo, and he was elected to represent his fellow
Unionists in the Legislature of 1862 and 1364. In 1364 at the Republican
State Convention Gov. Smith was inated for Li i rand was
elecied.  For four years Gov. Smith presided over the State Senate with marked
ability. He wel Eurformud the ardoous duties that devolved upon the
presiding officer of the Senate, in the most critical period of Missouri's history,

WILLIAM F. DAVIS,

‘Was born in Buchanan County, Misouri, nenr Roek Horse P
day of Janunry, 1540, e was the son of Ishmael Davis, who enme from Lewis
County, Kentucky, and settled in Hannibal in 1533, removing from the lajter
plece to Clinton County in 1534 and in 1835 he was one of the first rottlers of
Platte Purchuse,” settling in that distriet in Rock
ving there until 1856, moving from there to Platte County,
where he resided until 1868, and until o short time previons to his death which
oceurred in the fall of that year in 81, Joseph.

Willinm F. Dravis, the subject of this eketch, lived on his father's furm until
1857, when he went to Kansaz for one year. Returning to Missouri, he entered
Plattshurg College, then under charge of Rev. L. M. Lewis, where he re
mained for 4 time ; returning then to the farm again, he remained there until
1861 when he went into the Confederate army remaining there until 1563, re-

on the 12th

| turning home on aecount of ill-heslth aftor receiving an honorable discharge.

He moved to Clinton County in 1870, amd afierwards engaged in the mereantile
business at Union Milie for three years. 1o 18065 he was married to Miss Vie-
ginia B. Asbury of Richmond Mo, and removed in 1870 w0 Plattshurg, Mis-
sourf, where he continoed in the mercantile business nntil 1852, when
he was elected sheriff of Clinton County over the ilar nominee of
the Democratic party, receiving the wvotes of both Hepublicans and Demo-
erats, and obtaining & majority of 442 out of abont 2,500 votes.  He filled the

posi s0 satisfactorily, that in 1874 he received by avery large majority, the
nomination of the Democratic party for a second term, and was elected aver a
fusion did. i 1 by n 1 af R 15| l‘ll\ll I by

659 majority. In 1876 he became a candidate for Collector and was nominated
over his opponent—who was s candidate for o second term in thut office—in a

ocratic primary election by 214 majority. Mg, Davis, it will be seen
from these facta, s one of the most popular men in Clinton Connty.  Indeed,
it is 3 common remark that no man ean beat “ Frank Daviz” foran offies in
Clinton County. He is distinguished for his politics, honesty, and accommoda-
ting disposition. He is 2 man who is always true to his friends, kind, benevo-
lent, charitable, and a liberal contributor to every canse snd worthy en-
terprise.  MR. Davis is a splendid type of the self-made man, never having
received any education except such as was farished in the early days in the
log school-houze when he could be spared from his daily labors at oceasional
intervals. Heisa business man, correct and moral in his habits and a
very consistent member of the Methodist I iscopal Choreh Bouth,  His word
is at all times, and he enjoya the absolute confidence of all his neighbors
acquaintanoces.




