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Boonwlle’s~Co-Founder Dled In:

= 'nn Hhtoﬂml.;uoc'lcb at' o-v-a
ard and Coopsr countlés  have
h Plnnned a serles of sketches deal-
ng with the history ;.of .thid ree
+ glon which will appear -in this
- paper fromd tlmé o time. We sin-

cerely’ hopa. that thora among.our—.

“readers who. have in thalr pose
senslon old famll letteru diarles,
_businens' - jour DhOtWrﬂDhl

" old songw or remembered AnNecs
dotes, will notify us about them.

« Contributors, .subject to the ap-
proval of the Boclety, mre Invited
for th's  ocolumn.—Charles. van

| Ravenswaay, prenldenr.. :
. —l...—.—-—

Some years ago we found In an
old book store In. St. Louls a copy
of the. St. Louis Missourl Gazette

‘| vanity ‘would not permit to be for-

-.1.,\"'

.yFnrs ln‘t«er he was nppol.nl.cd U’nlt-
ed States: ‘Attorney for the Distr‘lci
of. Missourd. .. It was while. holding
t.-b.l.S__Q{ﬂce_..t.haLhe..._had_h!s;1 thuel.
with’ Benton., ™. N,
. The incident gfew out of a court’
room - argument <which Benton's

gotten. Demanding satisfaction for
the imagined " insult, he - hounded
Lucas until’ the latter ‘agreed to
mheet him in a duel

{ At the first meeting Lucas was
severely wounded, but” Benton des

PUBIEREd-during - the Tatter part of
September 11T,
- Written In a neat, small hand on
a carner of the upper nfargln was
the—note—as nearly as-we—can re-
‘eall—"Contains notice of my son's
death,” and slgned J B C. Lucas,
t
: .The note mlght have 'been
. ‘more honestly staled, “The zc~
| count of how Thomas IL Ben-
ton wmurdered’ my son,” for

! vanily of Benton, and the lat-
-.ter had relentlessly: driven Lus':
cas’into the ‘duel which resultcd
in his death. :
‘e [ ] i
The' n‘brupt. end of a promlslng
career on Bloody Island at St
Louls, "has a close tle’ with the his-

was one of the co-tounders or t.he
city.

His nssoclnte Asa Morgnn. about.
lwhom very lftle is known, seems
'to.have ‘been a sort of frontier ad-
' vénturer who somehow attached
hlmsell’ to Lucas. . : .

‘one of the most dt.«,tlnguzshed {am-

Charles’ Lucas had offended -the

tory of Boonville, for Charles’ Lucas’

"“Charles “Lucas was a member o!’_

clared his “honor had not yet beén

satisfied,” and demandcd another

meetlng. 0
'Lucas ! ngreed and after his re-

covery Ifhe two et aRahT T TIiE

time, Benton's alm Wwas Inore accu-
rate, and he shot Lucas near the
heart. Lucas fell, mortally wound-

e}i. and soon died.

™, L] ' -

+ According to the opinlon of

"his own, and of later perjods,

+ Benton’s conduct could not be |
justified. It was murder, how-

"~ ever,’ shielded "ai"the  {ime by
ideas of *“Gentlemanly .con-
duct.” L i

LI A |
arcely two months before Lucas

.was zhot by Benton, Boonville had

been lald out and the plat filed by

the “proprietors” of the new, towmn.

*Their  adveénture was a specula-

tive one; towns were being platted

at every Ulkely site within ‘the state;
christened with impressive names,
and advertlsed in ‘glowing * terms.

Some of, these' slowly prospered,

others—collapsed-wherrthe-current’

of tmde and development. moved

In_ other ' directlons l

"Nes 0 MGsotr | history, His fath-
er;m —B""C L‘Lfcas
nFrance had come to this country
in .1784 on the lnvimtion of Ben-
jamin Franklin- whom he had mct

- A " riAtive ol

' Boonville, in 1817, was_ ‘as much
a 'gamhle as many others. yet. the
nucleus for future growth was sug-
gested by the tiny settlement whlch
had grown. up ab-nut the Cole fort, |

while—f‘mnkltrr"mﬂheﬂmeﬂcnn
representallve at Paris. i

: Lucas firstsettled In, Pittsburgh
and came to St Louls in 1802,
where he scon b-ecame prominent.

When the war of 1812 broke. out,
he volunt.eered for service, but ill-
health cut short hfs military career.

--In the spring of 1814 ‘Charles was
admitted to the.bar.and. in the fall
of that year he was elected to the
Territorial Legislature, About. two

Hls son Charles—was—educated—in{—to&nly In return for selecting

_Egmmy}m,_nnd_aMths—utllm-
to St. Louls, began -to study - law.

L]
'-‘ Aﬂ.er the. orranl:allon of.
. Cooper county' in 1818, Morgan,
and the Lucas heirs, donated 50
acres In the . new town to .the

«—the—v!u.a{e—u—{he—colmty—-nm. :
Included in the grant/was the
lot~ for 't}m public | square,
bounded by Maln, High, Sixth
and Court Strects, & portion of

“.which Is now oecupled b)f,"tlié
Courthouu. . -

LI I

teresting. to know by what manipu-
Iation of the terths of the origipal.
‘deed "the” county ‘was sble to sell

Many years 8g0. lots.on. the. eaxt. ;
" Lslde—weresold—3i INE HOR0CE Uz |
pled by residences. It would be in- |

land glven it,-
public use.

in’ perpq}ulty,_ _ror ]
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In: memory of John ‘H. Smith,
who passed away July 28, 1923.
T can not say and I will not say
Thatihe {3 dead—he s just away,
WithIJa cheery smile and a wave of
hb hand
He ;msdwandered into an unknown
an ;
And left us dreaming of h
e g af how very
;It. n&eds must be alnce he. llngaﬂ
ere, '
And.we, oh we who Iovlngly
yearn .
For.the. old_uma_atep-and t.hs gl&d-
| return -
|Thlnk of him faring ‘on, as dear
|In the love of there as the Jove ct
'rh herE.
lnl: of hlm ntlll
: we o .as the aa.me.
'He Lsu not ‘dead, he s Just’ gwal
; ?
e wSadly missed ‘by. wife and .
f} : ds.uxhters




