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TERVILLE TRAIN ROBBERY

BYWJ'AMES GANG RECALLED

Mlssouli newspapers of the past
few months have carried articles

reviving legends which had accu-
mulated around the exploits of the
James Boys. This revival, no doubt,
was occasloned by the moving ple-
ture “Jesse James'" [filmed over a
year ago In Southwest M!ssourl In
~the vielnlly of f Pineville,

An incident which many may
have forgotten is the train robbery
at Otterville, 63 years ago..
© A “History of Howard & Cooper
Countles—1883," glves the following |
account of the:Train Robbery which
created so much comment at the

dme: -
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“On the nlght of the 13th of
July, 1876, a passenger train on
the Missourl Paclfic railroad,
~was robbed about one mile east
of Otterville, in Otterville town-
ship, by a band of eight men.
Their names were Frank and
.Jesse James, Cole "and. John
__Younger--Bill—Chadwell,—Clell™ | |

Miller, Charley Pitts and Hobbs

Keny

L] - ]

“After opening the safe. of the
United States cxpress company. and-
the safe of the Adams express com-
pany, the robbers .procceded the
same night to a point on Flat Creek,
where they divided the “itreasure,
which consisted of about $22.000 in'
mcney, and other: valuables, - . such,
as Jewclry bonds, edupons and ex-
. change,- which were- being carfied

'+ “They, however, took nothing \\ithg|
lhcm but the money. At the point’;
aliove named; cn Flat Creck. Hobbs1
Kerry, one of the band. separated
from his comyanions; Hiding _his;
saddle and bridle in the woods, he!
turned-his :~vse loose on the pml-1

Tie and . . .ng Lo Windsor, took !
LhL .»I:»-uun i{ama:a and -~Texas
g ome at Granby, Mp.,

where some - \\cc.{s after he was ar-
reSted, ‘

“He confessed the crime and
wuided the officers of the law to
“the place where the robbers had di-
‘vided the money and  where  was
‘ found much of lhu jewelry, and oth-
'er valuables takien by them, being
such propertj. as they could not.
“we T were afraid to hn\c
on r.!uir pcrsons

. .

‘ __bmmw:u, that-pluce;:

gast by the express companies. . 4l

“At the Novcmbcr term, 1876.
‘of the (_‘ou;u-r‘r;_i,rc_uil. court at

Boonville, Hobbs Kerry was in:
digled, and ut lhe '\pu! term, in
1877, Kerry was lr:cd cunvwl.ul
and se nienced to four years' Im-'
prisonment in the penitentiary.
James 11, Johnston, prosee uted,
and Johi’ R. “ .\Tlu: deL nded.”

"ImmuinLLI\ after the U.mn rob-
Lory al Otterville, the robbers were
joined by cuwe of the Yuounger 1)101.:!-
ers, the, youngest who - supplied” the
rlace of Kerry, and all ploueuLJ to
Northficld, Minn., wlhere on the
morning of the ith day of Scptem-
ber, 1876, in the attemut to rob the
1 CliRdwell.
Clell Miller and Charlje Pitts, were!
kiljod  outright.,  and the  three
Youngers were \\oundud and .cap-.
“tuped. and served s sentences i the.
[3linnesola penitentiary, !
©The Jiunes brothers nmclc theu!
‘(‘ka ape. and were engaged. in m.m\'
| robberies subsequent to | that umc!
le M%H—leﬁ—bﬁh‘chf:‘i"m
“Boly and cmuio\ o the
1hud ol April, 1882, Fu .m}. James, !
cafterwards, and In Séptember, 1802,
x.mt-.urime(! himsell  to (;ou,mor
.Crittendon. of Missouri, i the cx-'
‘ceutive omco\.m Jeife r.,on Cltyr
Hc qu'r_m walked dnto the Go
cmma ollice, annount_cd who he'
was, unbuc,klcd his -beit comunln"

his pmola cand. - cartrid; es and
;“nan_dim:. ., them lo. .the Go_vel nor,
.surrendered. ) ‘ S ‘
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- Here, 40 e Fede:al soldlers and -
conrede' A s) m];a!hizc's had gath- :
ered jn June 1862, " after marital -
Jaw - had teen proclaimed but a-san-
gulhary conflict was narrowly avert--
ed it Is snid, by thz. level-headed
' judgment of followelrs o[ Captaln
| Alexander of the Confoderates and
' Cdionel Brown of the Federals:® .’

After a parley, it was agreed that
the Federal troops .be withdrawn'
from Otterville if the- Confeciemtes
.would disband shich they did. Colo-
"nel Brown accompanied his soldlers
| to Jefferson City .and -.the “home
guards” returned to “their farms.
,Thus the tenslon was relieved and
}«thc loss of the llves of many Mis:
| sourians doubtless .saved had. the-
lmpendlng conflict qccur:ed

Senator J. H. Gunn, an. Otterville
tanker and native of the commu-
.nity, belleves the locality, Qi\;um-
clent historical interest to’ justuy a

comincmorative marlmr
" e [ ]
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_Becond Dlstrict. Congressman Wil-
llam L. Nelson npever overlooks an
opportunity to. extol the ‘vjrtuzs.‘pf
ind

Mlssouri country- cured ham
bacon 5

. The current Issue of The
Country Gentleman quotes him |
as saylng that “So convinced am ~

I as to the superlority of .the
pyoduct of Missourl emokehouses
that I shall be -happy to see ar-
ranged a national exhibit of the
best hams that the verious

"t‘ ¥ l_ N )

terest in the viclnlty of Otferville,
is the cxistente .of 1ldgc of old’
carthien cml.'mkmcnts v.hh.h muy’
ke d:st!nctly seen fiom Highway No.
9. a short distance” ehst of ‘the
town. These, embankments are stm
In an cxcellent state of prcscrva
ton despite” 78 .years.of cxlstence
| without care or attention; N

Thede elevations: forim what. local
citizens of the communtty qay are
Lreastworks thrown up by, FedEraI
| soldiers which had assCmbled ‘along
the wesh isanks of the Lamine Rlu’.r'
"o protect a wooden ‘bridge at the.
ILl'en terminus of the Missouri _Pa-
'cifle railroad -completed - to Otter-
ville in the year 1859 or 1860, =~ 7

B Anouwr mtclcstm'r polnt. o! in- i

states can offer.”
. L]

Congressman - Nelson, a former
Cooper County cditor from Bunce-
ton., now of Columbla, has contrlb-
uted to the glory of the state ag a
producer of fine cured hams on his |
own farm and as one of the found-
ers of the Missouri Fariners’ Ham
and Bacon Show at the State Fair
at,Sedalia, and he is still the reign-
ing judge at thls annual event, in
jexistence for more than twenty
years. —

It- i not merely urtistry in f.he
curlng of hams, he says, that at--
cqunts for the excellence of the Mis-
~sourl produce but skill in the breed-
.-.’mg-—care—and—rctf oi e ‘hogs.
us well, . !




